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Foreword  

This Housing  Statistical Profile for Grays Harbor County  was prepared as a forerunner to the 

planning process for developing a safe and affordable housing plan for low - and moderate -

income (LMI) people for Grays Harbor County.   

Please read through the statistical profile to spark your ideas about what you think  should be 

the goals and actions that the communities in our county should pursue to improve housing 

opportunities.   Be prepared to discuss your ideas at the upcoming workshops.  

For those preparing grants, please feel free to use the graphs and data for yo ur applications.  

As time goes on  and new data becomes available , grant writers  can update  the graphs by 

using the Microsoft Office Word 2007 chart function.   

 John Kliem & Debbie Holden  

 Creative Community Solutions  
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Current Population  

Population by City and Unincorporated Areas  

 

¶ The estimated 2009 population for Grays Harbor County is 71,200  

 

¶ Grays Harbor County ranks 1 8th in population of the stateõs 39 counties 
 

Office of Financial Management   

Unincorporated,  
28,205 

Aberdeen,  16,440 

Cosmopolis,  1,640 

Elma,  3,110 

Hoquiam,  8,765 

McCleary,  1,555 
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Oakville,  715 Ocean 
Shores,  
4,860 

Westport,  2,345 

http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/april1/default.asp
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Population Trends  

¶ Grays Harbor Countyõs population grew by 5.2% between 1999 and 200 9.  During this 

same period, the state as a whole grew 15.8%.  Growth rates for Lewis, Mason, and 

Thurston Counties were 9.0%, 17.0%, and 23.2% respectively.  

 
 
Office of Financial Management   
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Office of Financial Management   

 

County 10 -Year Growth Rate  

A July 2007 report published by OFM reports that Grays Harbor County has been tracking 

slightly below its High Growth Rate estimate.   Betw een 1999 and 2009, county population 

grew annually by an average of 5.2%.  

Office of Financial Management   
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http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/april1/default.asp
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/gma/gmatracking.pdf
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¶ The Office of Financial Management (OFM) prepared high, medium, and low 

population projections for Washington Counties in 2007.  B y 2030, OFM predicts the 

following resident population scenarios for the county:  

o High Growth Rate: 96,670  

o Medium Growth Rate: 82,448  

o Low Growth Rate: 68,226  

 

¶ Assuming the current rate of 2. 37 people per househ old (2008 Census estimate) 

stays the same until 2030, the estimated number of new households in the county 

between 2009 and 2030 would increase by : 

o High Growth Rate: 11,745 new households  

o Medium Growth Rate: 5,744 new households  

o Low Growth Rate: 257 lost households  

 

Office of Financial Management   

  

http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/gma/projections07.asp
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Age  

¶ The median age for Grays Harbor County residents is 41.6 years.  The median age for all 

people in the state is 36.7 years.   Grays Harbor County has a higher percentage of adults 

60 years and older than the state average.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
US Census 2008 American Community Survey; Grays Harbor County  

US Census 2008 American Community Survey; Washington  
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http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP5_1&-geo_id=05000US53027&-context=myp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP5_1&-geo_id=04000US53&-context=myp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false
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Race  

¶ Minorities comprise 17.8% of the Grays Harbor County population.   

¶ Hispanics account for 7.5 % of the countyõs population.   

¶ Of the 5,352 Hispanics in the county, 58.2% are male (2008 OFM).  

 

Of fice of Financial Management    
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Grays Harbor County Population by Race, 2008

http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/poptrends/poptrends.pdf


People  

7 

 

 

Household Composition   

Family households make up 62.7% of the total number of households in the county.  

¶ 31.1% of all county households have at least one person under the age of 18 years.  

¶ Married -couples make up nearly one -half of county households ( 49.1%). 

¶ 7.0% of all county households have women living with children and no husband present.  

This is slightly higher than the state õs estimate  of 6.4% of all households . 

¶ 29.7% of county households have one or people 65 years or older ; statewide the average 

is 21.6%. 

¶ The average county household size in the county declined from  2.44 residents per 

household in 2006 to 2.37 in 2008.  However, the average family size grew from 2.88 

members  in 2006 to 3.01 in 2008 .  County househol ds are smaller than the 2008 state 

averages of 2.5 1 people per household and 3. 09 people per family.  

US Census 2008 American Community Survey; Grays Harbor County  

US Census 2008 American Community Survey; Washington   

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP2_1&-geo_id=05000US53027&-context=myp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false&-format
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP2_1&-geo_id=04000US53&-context=myp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false&-format
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Language  
 

Most county residents five years and over speak English as their only language spoken at 

home (93.6%).  For those 4,032 (6.4%) indivi duals in this age group whose primary language is 

other than English at home:  

¶ 1,949 or 3.9% are Spanish speakers ( 2.2% speak English less than òvery welló) 

¶ 817 or 1.3% speak another Indo -European language  

¶ 630 or 1.0% speak an Asian/Pacific Islander languag e 

The most recent language data is from the 2000 US Census.  

2000 US Census; Grays Harbor County  

 

 

  

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/QTTable?_bm=y&-geo_id=05000US53027&-qr_name=DEC_2000_SF3_U_DP2&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF3_U&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false&-_sse=on
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People with Special Needs  

Abused children  

¶ 926 reports accepted by Child Protective Ser vices for further action (2008)  

¶ Grays Harbor County report rate is 55 per 1,000 children  (2008) 

¶ State of Washington report rate is 32 per 1,000 children  (2008) 

Risk and Protection Profile for Substance Abuse Prevention in Grays Harbor County, July 2009   

Victims of Domestic Violence  

¶ There were 628 domestic violence offenses reported to law e nforcement agencies in 

the county in 200 8.  The three jurisdictions reporting the highest number of offenses were 

Grays Harbor County ( 166), Aberdeen ( 176), and Hoquiam ( 126). 

Risk and Protection Profile for Substance Abuse Prevention in Grays Harbor County, July 2009   

Homeless  

The òPoint in Time Countó for January 2008 found: 

¶ 148 homeless people living in shelters (66 individuals and 82 people in family situations 

that included minor ch ildren)  

¶ 55 homeless people living in unsheltered situations (51 individuals and 4 people in family 

situations that included minor children)  

Annual Point in Time Count   

http://www.waspc.org/index.php?c=Crime%20Statistics
http://www.waspc.org/index.php?c=Crime%20Statistics
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/site/1064/default.aspx
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Migrant Farm Workers  

A study released in September 2000 estimated that there were 483 migrant and seasonal farm 

workers in Grays Harbor County.  Another 264 non -farm worker people accompanied theses 

workers.  Most of these workers likely work in reforestation activities.   

National Center for Farmworker Health   

Developmentally Disabled  

¶ The Developmental Disability Services  program (DSHS) served 410 clien ts within the 

county in the 2006 -2007 Fiscal Year.  

¶ The literature on development disabilities suggests that 1 to 2 percent of the general 

population has some level of developmental disabilities.  In Grays Harbor, this could 

mean a potential population of 700 to 1,400 people.  

DSHS RDA Client Data 2007   

Adults with disabilities  

The 2008 American Community Survey estimate  that  

¶ 17.1% of the county population aged 18 to 64  years old has a disability  

¶ 46.6% of adults 65 years and over has a disability  

2008 American Community Survey   

  

http://www.ncfh.org/enumeration/PDF11%20Washington.pdf
http://clientdata.rda.dshs.wa.gov/2007
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ADPTable?_bm=y&-geo_id=05000US53027&-context=adp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-_caller=geoselect&-format=
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Senior Adults Receiving State Services  

¶ The DSHS Aging and Adult Services Division  served 1,182 people in the 2006 -2007 Fiscal 

Year.  Many of these clients receive assistance through adult family homes, adult 

residential care, assisted living, nursing facilities, and in -home care services.  

DSHS RDA Client Data 2007  

People with Alcohol and Substance Abuse Receiving State Services  

¶ The stateõs Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse served 1,275 clients during the 

2006-2007 Fiscal Year.   

DSHS RDA Client Data 2007   

Adults with Mental Illness Receiving State Services  

¶ The stateõs Mental Health Services Division served 2,232  clients during the 2005 -2006 

Fiscal Year.  

DSHS RDA Client Data 2007  

People with Living with HIV/AIDS  

¶ The Department of Health reported that in 200 8, there were  50 people with HIV/AIDS in 

the county, a rate of 70.5 per thousand of total population.  This compares favorably 

with the sta tewide per thousand averages of 153.7 . 

HIV / AIDS Prevention and Education Statistics - Surveillance - Washington St Dept of Health  

 

http://clientdata.rda.dshs.wa.gov/2007
http://clientdata.rda.dshs.wa.gov/2007
http://clientdata.rda.dshs.wa.gov/2007
http://www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/HIV_AIDS/Prev_Edu/Statistics.htm
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Economic Trends  

òWhile the county has seen plenty of changes since the mid 1980s, the metamorphosis of the 

local economy has been slow and uneven. Between 2000 and 2006, nonfarm employment in 

the county has gained just 5.0  perce nt, an annual average increase of less than one percent 

ð still positive, but miserably lagging the state numbers, which have thrived over the last 

several years.  

òUnlike many areas of the state that have seen Construction employment drive other sectors 

of  the economy, the Grays Harbor economy has seen tepid Construction gains over the last 

several years, with annual average gains at or below 2.0  percent. Whether it is location or 

other factors, much of the residential and commercial construction that has d riven the 

numbers in other areas of the state has bypassed Grays Harbor.  

òThe Grays Harbor County economy is split between around 24  percent of nonfarm jobs being 

counted in Goods Producing and around 76  percent being tallied as Services Providing.  

Those percentages have shifted from 1990, when over 28  percent of all nonfarm jobs were 

counted in the Goods Producing sector. The countyõs employment mix continues to evolve 

from the timber dependent days of the mid -1980s. 

òThe Grays Harbor economy has worked h ard to re -invent itself from the timber days of the 

1980s, and while lumber and its manufacturing remains a big part of the local scene, the 
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need to diversify has not been forgotten. The ability to attract tourism to the ocean beaches, 

and give the visitor  recreational opportunities, have evolved in many new local events and 

festivals. The surging gas prices may hurt this endeavor, as the definition of òclose-to -homeó is 

relative. The ability to attract new employers will remain the key to the future outloo k for Grays 

Harbor County. 1ó 

Prepared May 2007 by the Labor Market and Economic Analysis, Washington State 

Employment Security Department.  

 

  

                                            

 
1 http://www.workforceexplorer.com/article.asp?PAGEID=94&SUBID=&ARTICLEID=8219&SEGMENTID=3  

http://www.workforceexplorer.com/article.asp?PAGEID=94&SUBID=&ARTICLEID=8219&SEGMENTID=3
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Employment  

¶ Over a  38-year period, Grays Harbor County's employment rose from 24,972 in 1969 to 

34,141 in 2006, for a net gain of 9,169, or 36.7%.  
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¶ In 1969, Grays Harbor County's employment made up 1.62% of total statewide 

employment and in 2006 it accounted for 0.88%.  

¶ Relat ive to nationwide employment growth trends, Grays Harbor County led the nation 

during the 1970s (2.71% vs. 2.22%), tr ailed the nation in the 1980s (-0.56% vs. 1.94%), and 

again in  the 1990s (0.43% vs. 1.74%), and from 2000 -2006 (1.07% vs. 1.30%).  

¶ Grays Harbor County ranked 27 th out of 39 counties in the state for job growth between 

2000 and 2006.  

http://www.pnreap.org/Washington/comparative -indicators.php   

  

http://www.pnreap.org/Washington/comparative-indicators.php
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Unemployment  
 

 
 

¶ In 2007, Grays Harbor County tied with Stevens County for having the second highest 

county unemployment rate in the state.  Ferry County recorded the highest with a 7.9% 

unemployment rate.   In 2008, Grays Harbor County experienced the eighth highest 

unemployment  rate.  The most recent (August 2009) unemployment rate for the county 

rose to 12.4%, the fourth highest of Washington counties.  

 
http://www.workforceexplorer.com/cgi/data analysis/?PAGEID=94&SUBID=149  

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Grays Harbor 7.3% 9.1% 9.4% 9.4% 8.3% 7.4% 7.0% 7.1% 7.7%

Washington 5.0% 6.2% 7.3% 7.4% 6.2% 5.5% 4.9% 4.5% 5.3%
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Wages and Income  

¶ Grays Harbor County's real average earnings per job ranked 37 th out of Washingtonõs 39 

counties in 2007 . 

¶  The average annual percent increase in real average earnings per job between 1970 and 

2007 increased by 0.37% while Washington as a whole increased by 1.02% during the same 

period.  

¶ In 1969, Grays Harbor County accounted for 1.51% of the state's total pers onal income; by  

2007, it has dropped to 0.72 % (Washington Regional Economic Analysis Project).  

http://www.pnreap.org/Washington/comparative -indicators.php   

 

 
http://www.workforceexplorer.com/admin/uploadedPublications/9776_2008_AA_Prel_Pub.xls   

  

$33,272 

$46,559 

Grays Harbor Washington

Average Anual Wage, 2008

http://www.pnreap.org/Washington/comparative-indicators.php
http://www.workforceexplorer.com/admin/uploadedPublications/9776_2008_AA_Prel_Pub.xls
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Selected Economic Characteristics, 2008  

 County  State  

Median Household Income  40,896 58,078 

Mean Household Income  51,398 75,547 

Mean Social Security Income  13,833 15436 

Mean Retirement Income  15,584 21756 

Mean Supplemental Security Income  8,893 8382 

Mean public assistance income  2,942 34406 

2007 American Community Survey, U S Census 

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable ?_bm=y& -geo_id=04000US53& -qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP3_1& -context=myp& -

ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308& -_lang=en& -redoLog=false& -format =  

http://factfinder.census.gov/servl et/MYPTable?_bm=y& -context=myp& -qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP2_1& -

ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308& -redoLog=true& -_caller=geoselect& -geo_id=05000US53027& -format=& -_lang=en   

 

  

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=Search&geo_id=&_geoContext=&_street=&_county=Grays+Harbor+County&_cityTown=Grays+Harbor+County&_state=04000US53&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse=on&pctxt=fph&pgsl=010
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-geo_id=04000US53&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP3_1&-context=myp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false&-format
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-geo_id=04000US53&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP3_1&-context=myp&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-_lang=en&-redoLog=false&-format
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-context=myp&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP2_1&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-redoLog=true&-_caller=geoselect&-geo_id=05000US53027&-format=&-_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/MYPTable?_bm=y&-context=myp&-qr_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_CP2_1&-ds_name=ACS_2008_1YR_G00_&-tree_id=308&-redoLog=true&-_caller=geoselect&-geo_id=05000US53027&-format=&-_lang=en
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¶ As in the state as a whole, the largest household income group lies in the $ 50,000 to 

$74,999 range; however, there are higher percentages of households in Grays Harbor 

County that fall below that range.  

 

 

2007 American Community Survey, U S Census 
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http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=Search&geo_id=&_geoContext=&_street=&_county=Grays+Harbor+County&_cityTown=Grays+Harbor+County&_state=04000US53&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse=on&pctxt=fph&pgsl=010
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Sources of Income:  

 

¶ Earned income  can be view as compensation for labor services. Property income  

represents payments in the form of dividends, interest and rent for the services of capital 

owned by persons. In contrast to the other two compon ents of income, Transfer Payments  

are by definition payments not related to the provision of services.  
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