
 
 

    Grays Harbor County LEPC                  
Wednesday June 10, 2009 

       310 W Spruce Street, Montesano 2nd Floor 
360-249-3911 

 
Chair: Paul Dean          Co-Chair: Dennis Benn                    Secretary: Joy Carossino   
Present 
Ken Walkington MFD    Monica Simpson GHCH 
Arne Peterson  Paneltech   Paul Dean  HFD 
Verna MacDonald Westport Senior House Tim Simon  GHCH    
Sylvia Markham Weyerhauser   Ron Wineinger SCCC 
Tony Simone   GH College    Eric Stielau  SCCC    
Rich Malizia  AFD    Mike Molyneux ARC    
Stephanie Allestad GHFD #8   Lynn O’Conner GHC SO   
Joy Carossino   EM & Risk Management 
 
The minutes for May 13, 2009 were approved as written. 
 
Hazmat Incident Review:  
 
May 18, 2009: Unknown sheen near Westport Marina from an unknown source.  All agencies were 
notified as well as US Coast Guard.  Responsible party unknown. 
 
May 26, 2009: Unoccupied sailboat leaning about 20 degrees at the Hoquiam boat launch.  Diesel 
leaking into the water.  HFD responded.   
 
New Business: 
 
Results of the Tabletop Exercise at the Port of GH:  Ken presented an overview of what went on at 
the tabletop.  There were thirty-two people in attendance at the exercise.  Ron Wilson, SERC/LEPC 
Program Manager State EMD evaluated the exercise.  Some responses from participants were that more 
information was learned at this exercise than some classes they have been to.  Good job, Dennis Benn, 
Ken Walkington and Paul Dean for putting this exercise together.  An After Action Report will be 
completed by Dennis and forwarded on to Ron Wilson to complete the grant requirements.  The After 
Action Report will also be discussed at the next LEPC meeting.  A copy of the scenario will be emailed 
out to the group for use in the future.  There was discussion about using CERT teams for traffic control 
points.   
 
Ron Wilson informed Paul that the two requirements of the grant, sending a representative to Tennessee 
for training on the TWS and putting TWS mailers in the Daily World, does not have to be done to meet 
the grant requirements.   The Sheriff’s Office is looking into other aspects of the warning system at this 
time. 



 
 
Other: 
§ Ecology’s Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program (attached):  A report of spills in 

GHC from 1998 – 2008 was distributed.  There are two oil spill equipment caches in the county 
at The Port of GH and Quinault Indian Nation. 

§ The position for Deputy Director of Emergency Management is open and will close on June 19, 
2009. 

§ 2010 Grant Application:  Performance period runs from October 1, 2009 through September 30, 
2010.  Ken asked if anyone is interested in participating in the grant application process.  To be 
considered, award applications must be received no later than August 14, 2009.  The award 
priority will be given to jurisdictions to conduct joint/regional activities, to conduct Commodity 
Flow Studies, to develop or revise the Emergency Response Plans or the Hazardous Materials 
Annex to the County/Tribal Plan, and to conduct exercises of those plans.  The LEPC needs to 
decide what the focus is going to be for the grant.  This will be on the agenda for next month. 

§ The SO will be having a booth at the fair, August 5-9, 2009.  Lynn will bring a sign up sheet to 
the next meeting for anyone wanting to help out at the booth.  The group discussed what kind of 
materials to pass out.  Moving to high ground, emergency plans for the individual communities, 
etc., were some of the topics talked about. 

§ Dow Chemical Company has completed its acquisition of Rohm and Haas as of April 1, 2009.  
They will be sent an invitation to attend the EMPC meetings. 

§ The City of Hoquiam’s Emergency Management Plan is almost complete.  It will be available for 
review by the LEPC in the near future. 

§ The LEPC By-Laws needs to be updated due to the changes in Emergency Management. 
 
Next Meeting: July 8, 2009 10:15am 


